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The well-written paragraph at the end of the rainbow

We  SLPs  have  an  important  role  to  play  in  teaching  l i teracy  skil ls, and  we  know  that  many  of  our  students

have  significant  cha l lenges  in  this  area. This  is  often  related  to  deficits  in  their  abil ity  to  acquire  language

structure, and  weʼve  discussed  studies  on  how  we  can  help  out  w i th  interventions  that  incorporate  v isua l

elements  and  explicit  instruction  on  text  structure.  

 

This  month  we  have  a  new  and  v ibrant  intervention  to  add  to  your  written- language  toolbox, courtesy  of

Ewoldt  &  Byrne. In  their  intervention  study, 10–11-year-olds with dyslexia  improved  their  abil ity  to

write  and  identify  elements  of  expository paragraphs  after  just  10  lessons  designed  to  be  delivered  in

about  30  minutes  each.  

 

Quick caveat up front: 

 

This  study  was  super-sma l l  (f ive  participants)  and  had  to  be  adapted  last-minute  for  v irtua l  instruction  due

to  that  whole  COV ID thing, which  introduced  problems  l ike  technology  ma l functions  and  lost  homework

(ugh, I ʼm  getting  remote- learning  f lashbacks). Despite  that, (a)  the  principles  behind  the  intervention  have

support  in  the  research, and  (b)  the  intervention  is  intuitive  and  easy  to  use, especia l ly  since the authors

provide a detailed implementation guide including lesson plans, graphic organizers, and

assessment materials, ava i lable  under  “Supporting  Informat ion”  i f  you  click  over  to  the  origina l  article

and  scroll  down.    

 

How it works:

 

Expository  writ ing  is  a  type  of  nonfiction  designed  to  objectively  expla in  a  concept  to  the  reader  (as

opposed  to, say, conv ince  them  of  the  author ʼs  opinion). A few  types  of  sentences  are  required  to  create

paragraphs  that  do  this  well, which  Ewoldt  &  Bryne  have  defined  and  color-coded  l ike  so:

Weʼd  start  by  expla ining  these  sentence  types  to  our  students, using  examples  from  a lready-written

paragraphs, and  move  on  to  hav ing  students  identify  the  sentence  types  themselves. Bonus—this  part

involves  not  one, but  three  different  colored  highlighters, which  are  universa l ly  accla imed  as  The  Most  Fun

https://www.theinformedslp.com/review/writing-and-spelling-as-essential-components-of-successful-language-and-literacywhats-our-role-here
https://www.theinformedslp.com/review/focus-on-dyslexia
https://www.theinformedslp.com/review/grammar-intervention-the-nitty-gritty-matters
https://www.theinformedslp.com/review/grammar-intervention-the-nitty-gritty-matters
https://www.theinformedslp.com/review/writing-and-talking-to-master-expository-text
https://www.theinformedslp.com/review/writing-and-talking-to-master-expository-text
https://www.theinformedslp.com/review/teaching-text-structures-to-boost-comprehension-what-makes-for-a-good-intervention
https://doi.org/10.1002/dys.1732
https://doi.org/10.1002/dys.1732


11/21/23, 12:58 PM The well-written paragraph at the end of the rainbow

https://www.theinformedslp.com/review/the-well-written-paragraph-at-the-end-of-the-rainbow 2/2

Writ ing  Utensil  among  the  elementary  schoolers  I  work  w i th. After  that, we  prov ide  scaffolding  and  support

while  our  students  bra instorm  ideas  for  their  own  expository  writ ing, slot  those  ideas  into  a  graphic

organizer  (a lso  color-coded, of  course), and  work  from  that  to  generate  a  paragraph. R inse  and  repeat

the  writ ing  process  w i th  a  new  prompt, but  be  aware  that  your  students  may  feel  compelled  to  highlight  the

paragraph  they  just  wrote  before  they  can  move  on. If  You  G ive  a  K id  a  H ighlighter…

 

To  supplement  the  amaz ing  resources  (did  we  mention  scripted  lesson  plans?)  that  the  scientists  prov ided,

this  rev iew  includes  a  printable  version  of  the  explanatory  table  above  and  a  blank  graphic  organizer  you

can  use  w i th  your  students. Download  them  here.  

 

Why it works:

 

Itʼs  not  clear  from  this  study  that  color-coding  is  necessari ly  a  crucia l  element  of  the  intervention. There  is,

however, ev idence  that  babies  learn  to  recognize  colors  and  attune  to  informat ion  they  convey  very  early

in  development, and  other  studies  have  shown  that  color  cues  can  boost  performance  on  working  memory,

v isuospat ia l, and  organizat ion  tasks  in  students  w i th  learning  disabil it ies. It  seems  l ike  a  safe  bet  that  color

can  help  many  kids  organize  their  writ ing  as  well.

 

On  the  other  hand, color-coding  isnʼt  going  to  help  a  student  w i th  a  v isua l  impa irment  l ike  colorblindness,

for  instance, and  even  for  some  people  w i th  standard  v ision  this  sty le  of  organiz ing  just  doesnʼt  click. The

authors  point  out  that the  interventionʼs  positive effects may be credited to a “systematic link”

that allows students to identify elements as they appeared in each step of the writing

process, rather  than  the  colors  themselves. A prev ious  study  a lso  found  positive  effects  from  a  similar

intervention  that  coded  sentence  types  w i th  letters, for  instance. So  go  ahead  and  color-code, i f  that  works

for  you  and  your  student. If  i t  doesnʼt, no  worries!  Consistent  use  of  any  kind  of  cue  to  differentiate

sentence  types  can  help.  
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